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M E M O R A N D U M 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
TO: Charlton H. Bonham, Director 
 California Department of Fish and Wildlife 
 1416 Ninth Street, 12th Floor 
 Sacramento, California 95814 
 
FROM: George V. Alexeeff, Ph.D., D.A.B.T. 
 Director 
 
DATE: January 3, 2014 
 
SUBJECT: OIL SPILL FISHERIES REOPENING RECOMMENDATION, VENTURA 

HARBOR SPILL 
 
 
The Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment (OEHHA) finds that there is no 
longer a potential health hazard associated with fishing and shellfish harvesting as a 
result of the Royal Pacific diesel spill in Ventura Harbor. 
 
Based on tests of mussels collected within the closure boundaries on November 20 and 
21, and December 11, 2013, OEHHA finds that consumption of seafood from the spill 
zone poses no ongoing significant oil-related health risks.  As a result, OEHHA 
recommends that the closure zone be reopened for fishing and shellfish harvesting. 
 
OEHHA reminds the public to continue to follow the existing safe eating guidelines for 
consuming fish caught from Ventura Harbor to San Mateo Point, which are posted at 
http://oehha.ca.gov/fish/so_cal/socal061709.html. 

California Environmental Protection Agency 
 

Sacramento: (916) 324-7572    Oakland: (510) 622-3200 
 

www.oehha.ca.gov 

http://oehha.ca.gov/fish/so_cal/socal061709.html


Charlton H. Bonham 
Page 2 
 
 
cc: 
 
Jim Bohon, Cal/EPA Assistant Secretary 
Allan Hirsch, OEHHA 
Lauren Zeise, OEHHA 
Carol Monahan-Cummings, OEHHA 
Sam Delson, OEHHA 
Anna Fan, OEHHA 
Melanie Marty, OEHHA 
Robert Brodberg, OEHHA 
Susan Klasing, OEHHA 
 
Julie Yamamoto 
Department of Fish and Wildlife 
Office of Spill Prevention and Response  
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Sacramento, CA 95811 


