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Fw: CalEnviroScreen and Housing - NOT A GOOD FIT

Monica Palmeira [Monica.Palmeira@SGC.CA.GOV]
Sent: Wednesday, September 07, 2016 11:34 AM

To: CalEnviroScreen, CalEnviroScreen@OEHHA
Categories:CES 3.0 Comment

Comments on CalEnviroScreen being used specifically in the Affordable Housing and Sustainable
Communities Program

From: Mike Pallesen <MPallesen@rchdc.org>

Sent: Tuesday, September 6, 2016 5:31 PM

To: Monica Palmeira

Cc: Ryan LaRue; Chuck Lange; Brad McDonald

Subject: RE: CalEnviroScreen and Housing - NOT A GOOD FIT

Hi Monica,

| understand that these comments probably should not be directed to you, so I'm hoping you can pass them on to a
relevant person.

CalEnviroScreen is probably a very good tool for identifying communities that are most affected by many sources of
pollution and I’'m sure efforts to improve the tool are well founded. The tool and workshops, however, are focused on
air pollution (not specifically CO2) and very little else that is relevant for siting affordable housing.

Use of this tool to prioritize housing funding is a GROSS DISTORTION of the AHSC program and of other California
State housing related programs that use it. Here’s why:
The pollutants relevant to this tool are caused by local sources. The Cap and Trade program is concerned with
CO2 generation, which is a global concern. A project in any part of the State will have the same impact on
CO2 generation as in any other part of the State. All parts of the State have nearly the same level of CO2.
The current “disadvantaged communities” are predominantly in agricultural areas of the San Joaquin Valley.
Much of the pollution is related to agricultural activity, not housing and transportation. The AHSC program is
not a good fit for solving agricultural issues.
AHSC funded projects are scored for CO2 reduction, not reduction of other pollutants. Yes, reduction in CO2
from transportation is related to other auto exhaust pollutants, but CalEnviroScreen doesn’t give high scores
for areas of intensive automobile use, such as the major metropolitan areas. Focus on other air pollutants
means that the AHSC program will have less positive impact on CO2 reduction than it could have.
Building more housing in communities with high air pollution only means that more people will be housed
there and exposed to that pollution.
Communities in need of affordable housing should be evaluated according to a wider range of factors,
including income levels, rent levels, age distribution, health levels, etc.

In summary, CalEnviroScreen is NOT AT ALL a good tool for identifying where affordable housing should be built.

Mike Pallesen

From: Monica Palmeira [mailto:Monica.Palmeira@SGC.CA.GOV]
Sent: Friday, September 02, 2016 5:08 PM

To: Monica Palmeira

Subject: CalEnviroScreen 3.0 September Workshops
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