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October 20, 2016 

Ms. Carolyn Flowers 
Associate Governmental Program Analyst 
Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment 
P.O. Box 4010 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

Dear Ms. Flowers, 

The Orange County Transportation Authority (OCTA) appreciates the 
opportunity to comment on the Draft Version 3.0 of the California Communities 
Health Screening Tool (Draft Version 3.0). OCTA recognizes the hard work of 
the Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment (OEHHA) staff to 
identify the state's disadvantaged communities and the resourcefulness that the 
Draft Version 3.0 provides towards this goal. However, OCTA is concerned that 
in its current form, Draft Version 3.0 may not fully recognize the extent and 
impact of Orange County's (County) air quality and socioeconomic challenges. 

Located in the South Coast Air Basin, the County continuously works to 
address and mitigate the region's air quality challenges. For OCTA, this means 
developing and advancing projects and programs that reduce emissions and 
encourage mode shift through low- and zero-emission transportation 
alternatives. However, despite these efforts, more must be done for the region 
and county to meet the clean air attainment standards mandated under federal 
law. Whi le Draft Version 3.0 acknowledges some of these challenges, 
particularly with regards to diesel particulate matter, traffic density, and toxic 
releases from facilities, OCTA is concerned that Draft Version 3.0 lacks the 
broadness that could better encompass the full scope of impacts of these 
environmental challenges, and the socioeconomic impacts that these 
challenges can have on the County. It is the hope of OCTA, that efforts can be 
made to provide Draft Version 3.0 greater breadth, so that the County's 
environmental and socioeconomic challenges can be more accurately reflected, 
and furthermore, substantiate the need for targeted investments in the County's 
most challenged communities. 
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OCTA looks forward to continuing to collaborate with OEHHA, as well as other 
state agencies involved in the development of Draft Version 3.0. If you have any 
questions please contact Kristin Essner, Principle Government Relations 
Representative, at (714) 560-5754. 
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Chief Ex utive Officer 
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