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November 5, 2019 Submitted via email: hr2w@oehha.ca.gov

Attn: Dr. Carolina Balazs

Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment
1515 Clay Street, 16th Floor

Oakland, CA 94612

Subject: Comment Letter on the Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment (OEHHA)
Human Right to Water Public Review Draft Mapping Tool and Draft Report

Dear Dr. Balazs:

On behalf of Eastern Municipal Water District (EMWD), | would like to express our appreciation for the
opportunity to provide public comment on the Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment
(OEHHA) Public Review Draft Report entitled: “Achieving the Human Right to Water in California: An
Assessment of the State’s Community Water Systems (Draft Report) and Draft Mapping Tool (Draft
Tool).”

EMWD is a regional water, wastewater, and recycled water provider that serves approximately 825,000
residents in western Riverside County. The EMWD service area encompasses a large and diverse
customer base and our agency has engaged in numerous local and state-wide activities to advance safe
drinking water for all Californian’s as envisioned in AB 685 (Eng, 2012), the state’s landmark Human Right
to Water legislation.

As California continues to move towards ensuring access to safe, clean, affordable water for the state’s
residents, we believe it is very important to continuously measure how state agencies, water providers
and others are doing in achieving this critical objective. To this end, EMWD welcomes and supports the
development of a report and web-based tool to shed light upon how we, as a state, are collectively
performing and to help further define areas for improvement.

However, as a public water agency, we also believe it is fundamentally important that the OEHHA Draft
Report (report) and Draft Mapping Tool (tool) are developed in a transparent manner that allows for
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evaluation and scrutiny of the raw data, and accurately and clearly provides information such that
intended audiences may fully understand how performance “scores” are developed, what the scores
mean, and also, when and where information used to derive the scores may be lacking or incomplete.

EMWD has worked closely with the Association of California Water Agencies (ACWA) and the California
Municipal Utilities Association (CMUA) and supports their detailed comment letter. We also echo
ACWA’s and CMUA’s call for OEHHA to further engage the water community on this important initiative.
Specifically, we respectfully request OEHHA undertake the following:

e Hosting a water community meeting to review and discuss the ACWA and CMUA comments prior
to finalizing the report and tool;

e Providing water systems with the raw data from the tool when requested;

e Developing and implementing a process that enables water agencies to respectfully appeal and
request refinement of the data shown in the tool and to provide more relevant, accurate
information where necessary to ensure proper context; and,

e Forming an advisory group comprised of diverse water agencies, academia, community
advocates, and other interested stakeholders to serve in collaboration with OEHHA and provide
an ongoing opportunity to discuss current indicators, future indicators, and updated versions of
the tool.

EMWD reiterates our commitment to this process, and we look forward to sharing our collective
expertise, data, and examples to assist with refining this report and tool. If you have any questions
regarding this correspondence, please feel free to contact me at (951) 928-6130 or by email at
jonesp@emwd.org.

Sincerely,

Paul D. Jones I, P.E.
General Manager

cc: Association of California Water Agencies
California Municipal Utilities Association
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