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Regarding: Green Chemistry Public Workshop, Pre-Regulatory Draft Regulation for Hazard Traits 
and Environmental and Toxicological Endpoints. 
 
First, I would like to commend the Green Chemistry Initiative cohort. The work is comprehensive 
and far reaching, a tribute to California’s effort to lead the nation in protection of the public and 
the environment for future generations. 
 
Comments are as follows: 
 
“Not Classifiable” – This category is too vague. Users will interpret the chemical as benign. 
Rather the category could be titled “Untested” or “Needs further Study.” 
 
Substitutions – When manufactures are looking to the clearing-house to make decisions about 
the chemicals they will be using in their products, a list of possible safe alternatives should be 
made available. This will perpetuate the expedient use of chemicals that will bring us closer to the 
cradle-to-cradle vision. 
 
Domesticated Animals – To be comprehensive, data for domesticated animals must be included. 
 
Efficacy – The Toxics Clearinghouse should work in conjunction with the Product Ingredient 
Network. The ability to scrutinize products ingredients against a list of potentially harmful 
chemicals empowers the public to make informed choices and will more readily move harmful 
products to obsolescence. 
 
Proprietary Ingredients – Full ingredient disclosure for any product sold in California is imperative.  
A confidentiality clause removes all consequence of action from a manufacturer for continuing to 
create products with the potential to do harm. Without transparency, the Green Initiative will have 
no recourse for action and the public is left unprotected. 
 
Data – On page 27 of the California Green Chemistry Initiative Final Report, Policy 
Recommendation Four, Create an Online Toxic Clearinghouse. Box number four of the flow 
chart, Known data that meet data quality requirements from: lists chemical manufactures as a 
potential source of data. Allowing chemical manufacturers to provide data about their own 
chemicals is a conflict of interest. This sets up a potential defect in the Clearinghouse system of 
information, as information taken from this source is not independent, nor verified by a reputable 
source with public safety as a criterion. 
 
Pre-Approval – In terms of volume of chemical data the task is tremendous. Thousands of 
chemicals have been and are being introduced, while very few have been tested for harm to 
humans, animals and the environment. The likelihood that the database will ever be fully 
complete is minimal. To ensure public safety and the potential of the database, require that 
chemical manufactures get pre-approval for new chemical compounds before introduction into 
commerce. Develop a program much the way the FDA handles drugs. All hazard traits, endpoints 
and other relevant date would be secured prior to use. 
 
Thank you, 
Virginia L. Tippey 


