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January 25th, 2016 
 
Monet Vela  
Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment  
1001 I Street, 23nd Floor  
Sacramento, California 95814  
monet.vela@oehha.ca.gov 
 
Dear Ms Vela: 
 
The undersigned organizations thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed changes to Article 6 in Title 
27 of the California Code of Regulations. We support efforts to make Proposition 65 warnings more useful and more 
informative.  
 
We would like to support four specific issues in the proposed changes: 
 
1) We support use of the "exclamation mark/triangle" symbol to identify safe harbor warning statements. As 
demonstrated by the results of the recent survey conducted by UC Davis, this helps consumers locate and understand 
the warning. 
 
2) We support including at least one chemical name in the proposed safe harbor warning language. This information will 
make the warnings more informative, and help consumers and other exposed people reduce their aggregate exposure 
to a particular chemical. 
 
3) We support the use, as described in the proposed regulations, of additional languages for safe harbor warnings. As 
the number of Californians increases who are multilingual or not native English speakers, this concept becomes more 
and more important. 
 
4) We support restrictions on the amount of supplemental text in safe harbor warnings which often have the effect of 
diluting or minimizing the warning language. 
 
We would also like to raise three concerns with the proposal. 
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1) Warnings must be provided prior to purchase. Safe harbor warnings on receipts, or on products that are purchased 
online are difficult for consumers. Receiving a warning at those points requires the consumer to go through a return 
process in order to avoid exposure, which is time-consuming and expensive for businesses and consumers alike. 
 
2) While manufacturers and distributors should bear the primary responsibility for providing warnings when 
appropriate, retailers must take a fair share of the responsibility, especially in today's global economy when 
manufacturers may be distant. 
 
3) Product manuals are not an appropriate location for safe harbor warnings. Most manuals are not available to 
consumers until after purchase, so the warnings would present the same issues as warnings on receipts. In addition, 
many consumers do not read manuals, especially the sections that contain multiple warnings. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Kathryn Alcantar   Bill Magavern    Sarada Tangirala 
CHANGE    Coalition for Clean Air   Women’s Voices for the Earth 
 
Andria Ventura    Paul Towers 
Clean Water Action   Pesticide Action Network North America 
 
Jeanne Rizzo    Bill Allayaud 
Breast Cancer Fund   Environmental Working Group 
 
Robert Gould    Catherine Porter  
PSR SF Bay Area Chapter  California Healthy Nail Salon Collaborative  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


