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Ocar \-1s. l.uony,: 

The Cali r{)rJUil RicC' Cnmmi:i~-iun {CRL) i~ <I Slcllll tory org:mtzation rl:! prt:~enting 2,500 
rice larmcrs who film1 npproximately 500,\JUO acres of Cnlifnrn i <:~ f:.mnland. A r~•od 
and Dnq; AJministrM1nn (ffi;\ ) data tabll:!, App.,ndix. FD I\ d .1t.l on acrylamith: 
cnnccntrat:iun in fuod.s (t:.S. IDA 2004a, 200.1b). indicates a non-dl'tect for 
ilCI'\'I:~midc in ric.,(" lute, ennchcd ;:md co.nked), bullt:vds rang<' i.-om J? to 57 ppb 
in crisp<'d rice cereal and 1>1 ppb in cri~p<'d rice cen:!al. 

Approximately 27 pt!!<.:ent or C'~1l i fl'1rma nee b dt~~tined to J,1 p11 n <md 22 percenllu 
other high Vll lue. expurl marke ts in the Pacific Rim and the :VIlddlc East. Cnn~>uml:!rs 
in these markets share il high level of cunco::n1 over food Silfcty. l'or exan~ple, rice 
exported tu Japan is t~tPd twice for 119 chemi<:.U r.:-oidue« ;md the presence uf 
mullli.. '11tis rigomus tc.;ting is done evt:'n llwugh Japan recogruzes thE.' very 3tnct 
tederal and ~tate standards for crop ?totediun regislration, which leave 
approxirno:.taly 12 pesticide!> regiHered for usc Oil ric•! in Califuu;irl. Anc.thc:r 
ex<.>mplc i~ the use of tlw preknce of<.> common nematod<' in C.:aliiorn 1a nee, which 
has peliodically hindered export~ to Turkey, o\U' Lhird IMgest export market. 
Clearly, fur<:>ign markets would be severely imp<~cted with a Prop 65 warning <IS part 
of a lice-labeling requirement. 

Domesnc customers, a:. , , eJI, are highly ~elective when il.:omes to the r aw material~; 
for use in their products. Cer.,aJ, baby food, nutri tion bars and scores of other 
products nrc made with Califomia ric.e be«Ju~e of the quality uf our grain and the 
health benefi t« it provides cunl>lWters. Agru n, labei ing healthy f()l)d with a P •·op 65 
warrw1g would be disastrutt> fur Calilomiil ,;r.r. growers and miUers. 

Ce>mbin<>d exports :md pruc~~l:!d iocx:! u<: r .1ccounts ior uvtrr 60 percent nf the rice 
produced in California. Warning labeh on nrc would be dt.'va::.tating to our industry 
and to the environment of the ;,tall:!. fhc production oi rice provides 500,000 acres of 
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,..,.!!Ua.nd.-likE' hilbi tat. supporting 235 spcdc~ of wildlife. Ln addition, rc:~earcht:Th 
havl:! cited the criticill V."llue of r:i ct!lands in their ~upport of Uu? Pacific Flyw·ay. 

n\c CRC thank!; you ior this opportwuty ~0 COOU1lent on the foUowi.ng. tlu·cc 
proposed regulatury amt>ndmcnts: 

(1) 	l'itle 22, C nlifornia Codt: oll{t'gtt.l n tion~. Section 12705 to ildd il new 
5Ubscction providing an altrmative rbk level tor the- chemical acrylcunidr in 
breild~ Md cert:al'i 

(2) Title 22, Caliiorni il Code oi Regulation~, "'edron 12705(b) to propose a le-ve-l 
which would supersede thr runcnt n.!!-)ttlatory level for aerylamide in Section 
J2705(c): and 

(3) Titll' 22, <..:.ddornrJ Code of R...ogul<tlion". Sc•rtlon llbOl to <tdd rww "SJ.fc 
Horb~'r" JXOVI!'tons ~-pecib~ tv W<Jrninp,~ for acrylamid,· <'xpo~urcs irom IUV<I. 

Tille 22. Califurniil \ode of Re1,; u lalwns. Section 12705 tu <rd.d ,1 11<'W sub;;ectiun 
providing 1111 sl llemativ<' risk lcvd for the chrm~t·n l acn·lamid<' in bn•ad.; and ccry<ll:;; 
WC' hav<' il concern if til~ <11tcm:~tivc ril.k lew! targ.:-ts ric<' pmdud!i (~"<;'fCills) il!; :1 

"b<td iood " vs. "good tood" det.:-tmrnaboa. \\'hilt' the CRC" would appn:c1ate 
lcni<.:ncy for tire" cereal~>, "o.: "~'"' cauhous about Ute publrc P''rCC'ption of bt'ing 
con~idered a "bild food", c~pt'ds11ly ' '' light of the new k'\Od pyram rd t.ha l promolcq 
consum ption of '"·hole" p, rain!>, the $ource t{)r the" rice cerl:'.tll:i. 

Titk 22, California Code of RC'gulation;,. ~o:~ltc•n 127031b) to propos<> aiC'vd which 
would supersede Ult:! Cttrrent n~f:lJliltory levd fcor acn•lamide in S.:<:Lion 1270'i(c) 
The \.RC docs not object to the prop ooal to o:s labl i' h a no significan t ri ~k level 
(NRSL) of 1.0 microgram~ per gram for t.he chemical acryhmuJ e. Therl."fore, the CRC 
poses no comment. 

I itle 22. Cali(orniil Code of Reg~.rls~ Li oJns. Section 12601 tu add nr w "Saie H arbor" 
provi~ion:. specific' to wamin~;;s for acrvl<Jm ide exoosures irom food 
The propmcd amendment to Section 12601 would add provi:;ions to the regulation 
!>pecifically for the purpose of giving warni.'lg~ fur <>xpcr.;urcs to th~ chemical 
aery! amide in food;;. Acrylumidc is perva~ive rn many coounon toodq, und the 
public health neces:si ty of cncoura!,'ing people to consum~ a balanc~d d iet. From the 
OF.! TI TA pu blic notice, "OEHHA tldermil1cd that the d~:velopment of a spt:dfk 
"safe harbor" wanting for acrylamide in foods would provide assistance to the 
regula ted community to help them comply W!th the :\ct and would provide the 
public with a more balanced and appropria te wnrru ng message fo r exposures to thb 
chemical in foods. Thi! proposed regulation ;:d;;o expres, Jy provid es that a warning 
for e~crylamidc in foods may be provtdcd a t th~ point of sulc o f the foud prod1JC:t and 
need not be indudcd on package label<; for each individulll product." 

We strongly support a safe harbor pro"ision for acrylam idc. This malerial is 
naturally occuning or resulls from the normal cooking of food products rich in 
starch. 
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A safe harbor i~ an appropnate regulatory re$ponsc to the need to provide relevant 
infonnalion to consumer», wrule also encouraging people to consun1c a balancl!d 
diet. 

The Cl<C ha5 COt1Cems, ht.m·ever, about the point l1f sale warning rf'quircments. This 
could cause o;evcre implication<: tf rice b required to provide t.he warning at the 
point of :>ale, creatmg the same good food I bnd fvod prob)('m., re lated with other 
options under .:onsid<'ration. 

The C R<.: appredilt<'" OEHHA'a con<:tdC'r.:ttion ul our comment:;. \\le n.>qucsl em 
behalf t>f Ihe California nee industry tha t you consi(kr o11r conu11ents and th~ 
potential i_mp<H't to the C<~Jik,rnii1 C'<·onomy a.JH.l envm..,nmc•nt. It yt>u h;wc any 
que»Li<li iG, plc<:~o;c conl<~d m'' • or Rob~rt.1 Firuv.:'d 01t 916/929-2264. 

Sincerdy, 

C'AUrORNlA RICF C.Olvll\·U~S!0:--3 

cc: 	 Gevrge Soares 
Roberta Firoved 


