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Cagr Mes, Oshitas

This office :zepresents the Counc? for Education and
Reseazch on Toxicvs (CERT), whicsh, as you are aware, has commenced
8 privaze enforvement scrlor undar Propositior 65 against
Mcbonald’s and Burge- King for vielating the propaesitien due Lo the
acrylamide content of Ltheir frerch fries.

I'he purpose of chis lTetter is fo intorm CEHHA that Chpl
opphoses generic point-of-sales Wwarnings for actylamide as being
contrary Lo Lhe clesr sna reasonahls warning reguirement of
Proposilion 65 and corntrary to sound punliic policy. &llowitg fast
food vullets to post 4 sign stating cthat unspecified foud proeducts
eoid in the establ iskreat corntain & chemiczl known Lo Lhe Stale to
cause cance: woule fzil to intorm censumers that it is thke Lrench
fries;, as opposed to The hamburgers or a chicken samdwiuch, Lhaz
contain aceylaride and pose a cancer npazarxd. Consumers would have
no way of know!ng that it cthey wish o aveld ingestlay caroinogens,
Lhey should aveid eating Zyench fries as cpoosed Lo other foed
praducts which do net ceatain aporsecizble lavels of acrylamide.
Generic peint-gf-sale waraings would therefore fall to aconmplisha
the ‘purpose and intent 62 Propositics €5 and would anly rasult in
consumer contusion and Ifrustration as sccleby becaomes saturated
with meaningless generic cancer hazard warnings.
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There 1s a generic FropozllLleon 85 warning sign in my
ullice building becdause some Zawysr [Filed a Proposition snin

agdingl a4 bunch of commercia landlords. dan' v wrnow whether
Lhere is [riable ashestos in my office or trace concentrations of
# carainogen being exhausted from the roof of khe butl lding into the
eniranment . Neither tuilding managerent nor the landlard can tell
me what the parcinogen is or wony the sign 15 9n the ouilding cther
tharn to avoid litigatian. Sinee . cannot aotermineg where in ths
butlding the wsarcinogens are locatea, what thelr concentraticns
are, And Whether any &f them are boing released in @ manney which
sl resnlt i harmial exposurcs, the sign is totally nmeaningless
and merely reswlts in dilution of Fropesition 65 warnings and
trivwinldration of %he  Laws Fne same siteatlon appliers Lo
derylamide is tronch triecs scld at fasc food vutlelsd

1t is CERI"s position that fropogillon 65 warnings
regarding aczylamice muest be soecific and must lnlform Lhe Gonsumear
af the particular food items which present a caneer bazard, so thakb
consumers may make informed choices aboul which Tast fords they
should shun to avoid ingesling careluogens. CORT therafore urges
UkEHHA to reject meaningless point-of-sale warnings for acrylamids
and regulre warnings f[or those specific procucts that actually
provent a pances harard, In ths case of frenck fries, the warnings
sheuld sither b sequired on the containers of theo freach fries or
e signs which specificelly identify the french fries as the food
ftem tontaining the carcineger asrylamido.
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