
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Ramirez, Michelle@OEHHA 

From: Valerie Alvarado <valeriealvarado98@gmail.com> 
Sent: Monday, October 24, 2016 4:10 PM 
To: P65Public Comments 
Subject: Letter in Support of Labeling Aspartame Containing Products as Carcinogenic under 

Proposition 65 

Follow Up Flag: Follow up 
Flag Status: Flagged 

Honorable Members of the Carcinogen Identification Committee: 

I heartily encourage you to move forward with this consumer protection effort, despite the numerous corporate 
objections to what you should be doing, along with their predictable corporate mendacity and attempts to tell 
you and Californians that aspartame must be "safe," as there have been so many industry paid for studies. Its 
approval was forced in an FDA coup by Donald Rumsfeld in 1981, so that he could make a big "tip" of $12-15 
million from G.D. Searle, the patent holder. 

These egregious matters affect all people, but especially the poor, the uneducated, the elderly, the very young, 
those with neurodegenerative illnesses, immigrant people, and the sad majority who apparently believe that the 
FDA is "there to protect them." 

There will be far reaching ramifications of your decision which will be beneficial for consumers all over the 
world, in other states and in other nations, which desperately need the truth that you are about to ascertain and 
formalize in carcinogen warnings of aspartame products. By doing this, you both educate and warn them 
simultaneous, and then they have the option to then knowingly consumer this neurotoxin. 

Until your notifications came out and were shared with me by a friend, I chewed gum all the time and never 
noticed the presence of the chemical nor the obligatory warnings for Phenylketoneurics re: Phenylalanine, the 
bare minimum to protect them from liability. 

Add in the Diketopiperazine with the Methyl Ester/Methanol/Formaldehyde, and the two non essential amino 
acids, what a witches' brew you can see foisted upon hundreds of millions of Americans since 1981.  

No wonder chewing gum gives me headaches, and I am sure there are millions of Californians who suffer 
similarly, especially the diabetics whose diabetes becomes worse, thanks to the carcinogenic consumption of 
methanol and formaldehyde, both of which I believe are already recognized by your committee officially as 
carcinogens. 

Thus, it is only a small step to extend the carcinogenic warning to aspartame products that are metabolized as 
methanol and formaldehyde. 

Keep up the good work! God speed to you! and thank your profoundly for your deliberations and your progress 
to bring these mattes this far. You are ahead of the entire world in this context, for which I am truly 
appreciative. I am only 20 years old and will be spreading the word on my own aqui en Nuevo Mexico. 

Truly, 
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Valerie Alvarado 
Resident of Santa Fe 
valeriealvarado98@gmailcom 
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