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M E M O R A N D U M 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
TO: Charlton H. Bonham, Director 
 California Department of Fish and Wildlife 
 1416 Ninth Street, 12th Floor 
 Sacramento, California 95814 
 
FROM: George V. Alexeeff, Ph.D., D.A.B.T. 
 Director 
 
DATE: November 19, 2013 
 
SUBJECT: OIL SPILL FISHERIES CLOSURE RECOMMENDATION, VENTURA 

HARBOR SPILL 
 
 
The Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment (OEHHA) has been informed 
of an oil spill in Ventura Harbor. 
 
Adequate information is not currently available for OEHHA to determine the potential 
threat to public health from fishing or shellfish harvesting in the affected area or from 
consuming fish or shellfish from the area.  OEHHA recommends that a fishing and 
shellfish harvesting closure be initiated for the entire Ventura Harbor to the exterior 
breakwater boundaries, to include the residential canals to the north, pending receipt of 
additional information to determine the degree and nature of any potential public health 
threat posed by the spill.  Additionally, OEHHA is advising that fishers avoid fishing in 
areas where there is visible sheen on the water. 
 
If you have questions, please contact me at (916) 322-6325.
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cc: 
 
Jim Bohon, Cal/EPA Assistant Secretary 
Allan Hirsch, OEHHA 
Lauren Zeise, OEHHA 
Carol Monahan-Cummings, OEHHA 
Sam Delson, OEHHA 
Anna Fan, OEHHA 
Melanie Marty, OEHHA 
Robert Brodberg, OEHHA 
Susan Klasing, OEHHA 
 
Julie Yamamoto 
Department of Fish and Wildlife 
Office of Spill Prevention and Response  
1700 K Street, Suite 250 
Sacramento, CA 95811 


