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General Legal Structure for 
Environmental Justice

Federal Constitution (14th Amendment)
Federal Civil Rights Act (Title VI)
Federal Executive Order 12898 (1994, 
Clinton)
U.S. EPA Compliance and Enforcement/EJ 
Programs

California Constitution (Art. 1, Sec 2)
Government Code 11135 
California Environmental Quality Act
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Specific Laws Related to EJ: 

“Environmental Justice means the fair 
treatment of people of all races, 

cultures, and incomes with respect to 
the development, adoption, 

implementation and enforcement of 
environmental laws, regulations, and 

policies.”

Government Code § 65040.12(e)
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Cal/EPA Must:

Conduct its programs, policies, & activities in a manner 
that ensures fair treatment of people of all races, 
cultures, and income levels, including minority 
populations and low-income populations of the State;

Promote equal enforcement of all health & environmental 
statutes; Ensure greater public participation in the 
Agency’s development, adoption, and implementation of 
environmental regulations & policies; 

Improve research & data collection;

Coordinate its efforts & share information with US EPA;

Environmental Justice  
General Obligations of Cal/EPA
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- Identify differential patterns of consumption of 
natural resources among people of different 
socioeconomic classifications for programs 
within the Agency and;

- Consult with & review any information received 
from the Working Group on Environmental 
Justice;

General Obligations of Cal/EPA 
(Continued)
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Environmental Justice Laws 
Defined “Environmental Justice” 

Designated Cal/EPA with Governor’s Office of 
Planning & Research (OPR) as 
coordinating agencies for the state’s EJ Programs

Required Cal/EPA to develop a 
model EJ mission statement for the BDOs

Required Cal/EPA to convene the Interagency 
Working Group (IWG) and the EJ Advisory Group

Public Resources Code § 71110 et seq.
& Government Code § 65040.12
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– Required development of interagency 
environmental strategy for Cal/EPA 

– Required each of the Cal/EPA BDOs to review, 
identify, and address program obstacles impeding 
the progress of Environmental Justice 

– Required the Office of Planning & Research (OPR) 
to adopt guidelines for local agencies when 
addressing environmental justice issues in its 
general plan

Environmental Justice Law
(Continued)
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b) As used in this subdivision, 
"cumulatively considerable" means that 
the incremental effects of an individual 
project are considerable when viewed in 
connection with the effects of past 
projects, the effects of other current 
projects, and the effects of probable 
future projects. "

Public Resource Code § 21083

CEQA 
Cumulative Impact Definition
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