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February 1s, 2013

John B. Faust, Ph.D., Chief

Community Assessment and Research Section
Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment
1515 Clay St., Suite 1600

Oakland, CA 94612

Re: Comments on CalEnviroScreen second public review draft
Dear Dr. Faust,

On behalf of the California Environmental Justice Alliance (CEJA), our members, and the
Bay Area Environmental Health Collaborative (BAEHC), Greenaction for Environmental
Health and Justice, and the Natural Resources Defense Council we respectfully submit the
following comments on the Office of Environmental Hazard Assessment (OEHHA)’s second
public review draft of the California Communities Environmental Health Screening Tool
(CalEnviroScreen). CEJA is a statewide coalition of six grassroots, community-based
organizations throughout California. Our members are: Asian Pacific Environmental
Network, Center on Race, Poverty and the Environment, Center for Community Action and
Environmental Justice, Communities for a Better Environment, Environmental Health
Coalition and People Organizing to Demand Environmental and Economic Rights (PODER).
We organize in communities most impacted by environmental pollution - low-income
communities and communities of color - and push for statewide policies that protect public
health and the environment.

We appreciate the hard work of OEHHA and the California Environmental Protection
Agency (CalEPA) to address many of the concerns we have raised within the
CalEnviroScreen tool. In particular, we are pleased to see that linguistic isolation and diesel
exposure have been included as indicators, and that more consistent buffer zones have
been included. We thank you for considering our comments and incorporating our
feedback.

Overall, we are supportive of the tool and look forward to release of the final version.
We offer the following comments to help OEHHA continue their effort to create the best
screening tool for highly impacted communities.

1. We urge a quick timeline in moving the tool from the zip code level to the Census
Tracts. We strongly feel that Census Tracts are a more appropriate level of analysis
for this tool. Zip codes are such a large geographic area that they may “wash out”
small highly impacted communities within a large geographic area. While OEHHA
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has publicly committed to moving the tool to the Census Tract, we hope this

commitment moves forward quickly.

2. We also urge as quick a timeline as feasible in developing the drinking water
indicator. This indicator is critical to assessing cumulative impacts, particularly in
rural areas.

3. We urge OEHHA to make the tool available for ranking on a regional basis, in
addition to a statewide ranking. A regional ranking will allow for a more accurate
comparison of geographic areas, comparing communities next door to one another
rather than across the state from each other. We further urge OEHHA and CalEPA to
look at the top ranked communities in any regional analysis as potentially eligible
for further investments or agency attention, rather than just using a statewide
ranking.

4. Overall, we feel the tool does a good job of identifying highly impacted communities,
but we would like to flag some particular geographic areas where we feel the data
might need a closer look. While there may be many factors related to the results,
such as lack of data or poor quality of data, we urge OEHHA to assess factors that
may lead to underweighting in the following areas:

a. San Francisco;

b. rural areas where there are small, unincorporated communities;

c. Tribal lands. We urge CalEPA to consult with Tribes to assess whether the tool
identifies Tribal environmental justice areas, and if it does not, develop
alternative mechanisms to specifically identify areas of concern on tribal land.

5. We strongly urge CalEPA to avoid placing any limits on the use of the tool at
this time. We are concerned about the language outlined in the draft guidance
document, specifically the comment that the “the results generated by
CalEnviroScreen are not intended to be used for California Environmental Quality
Act (CEQA) purposes.” CEJA strongly feels that CalEnviroScreen may indeed have
important uses under CEQA. Information generated by CalEnviroScreen can provide
information critical to analyzing environmental impacts of proposed projects, as
required under CEQA. The information within CalEnviroScreen is also valuable data
on the environmental setting and sensitive populations. Therefore, we also strongly
recommend that any data used in the tools’ development should similarly be
available for use where appropriate and should not be limited.

Most importantly, we feel that during this period of finalizing the scientific
methodology for the tool, it is not the appropriate time to place any limits on
the tool itself. We urge CalEPA to finalize the tool, look at the results, and then
begin a full discussion of where and how the tool should be used.

We thank you for your hard work on this important issue and we look forward to
continuing our work with Cal/EPA and OEHHA to address environmental justice in the
state of California.
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Sincerely,

i

Amy Vanderwarker
Co-Coordinator, California Environmental Justice Alliance

Bill Gallegos, Executive Director
Communities for a Better Environment

Bradley Angel, Executive Director
Greenaction for Health and Environmental Justice

Rosina Roibal, Program Coordinator
Bay Area Environmental Health Collaborative

Mari Rose Taruc, Statewide Organizing Director
Asian Pacific Environmental Network

Miriam Rotkin-Ellman
Natural Resources Defense Council

Joy Williams, Research Director
Environmental Health Coalition



