&9 Bay Planning Coalition

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Scott D. Warner, President
AMEC

David Ivester, Vice-President
Briscoe Ivester & Bazel LLP

JoAnne Dunec, Treasurer
Miller Starr Regalia

Richard Sinkoff, Secretary
Port of Oakland

W illiam Adams

International Longshore

& Warehouse Union

Richard Aschieris

Port of Stockton

Scott Bodensteiner

Weston Solutions

Amy Breckenridge

ARCADIS, US Inc.

W illiam H. Butler

Jerico

Paul Campos

Building Industry Association

of the Bay Area

Leonard Cardoza

URS Corporation

Andreas Cluver

Building & Construction Trades
Council of Alareda County
Peter Dailey

Port of San Francisco

Grant Davis

Sonorme. County Water Agency
Bill T. Dutra

The Dutra Group

James Fiedler

Santa Clara Valley Water District
Michael Giari

Port of Redwood City

Greg Gibeson

Pacific Inter-Club

Yacht Association

W alt Gill

Chevron Products Conpany
Tom Guarino

Pacific Gas & Electric

W illiam H. Hanson

Great Lakes Dredge & Dock, Inc.
Eric Haug

Manson Construction Comrpany
Eric Hinzel

Kennedy/Jenks Consultants
Phillip Lebednik

Lebcon Environmental Services
Gary M. Levin
Levin-Richrond Terminal Corp.
James D. Levine

Montezuma Wetlands LLC
Mike Luken

Port of West Sacramento

Sean Marciniak

Miller Starr Regalia

G. Mike Marcy

Tesoro Refining and Marketing Co
James C. Matzorkis

Port of Richnond

Gary Oates

Environmental Science Associates
Richard M. Rhoads

Moffatt & Nichol

Paul Shepherd

Cargill

Phil Tagami

California Capitol & Investrrent Group
Ellis A. W allenberg il

Weiss Associates

Daniel W oldesenbet

Alameda County Public Works Agency

January 24,2013

Mr. John Faust

Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment
1515 Clay Street, Suite 1600

Oakland, CA 94612

Dear Mr. Faust,

Thankyou forthe opportunity to comment on the Second Draft California Communities
Environmental Health Screening Tool (CalEnviroScreen).

The Missionofthe Bay Planning Coalition (BPC) is to work through a broad coalition to ensure
thriving commerce, recreation and natural environment in the San Francisco Bay Region.
Foundedin 1983, (BPC) is a non-profit, membership-based organization representing public and
private entities in the maritime industry and related shoreline businesses, including ports,
residentialand commercial builders, environmentaland business organizations, and professional
service firms in engineering, construction, law, planning and environmental sciences.

We applaudthe efforts of Cal/EPA to direct additional environmental abatement and economic
development resources to environmental justice communities, which oftenbeara
disproportionate share of environmental burdens. However, without clear and consistent
guidanceregarding proper use of the tool, the CalEnviroScreenmay be incorporatedinto project
analyses under the California Environmental Quality Act(CEQA), with the unintended effect of
driving investmentaway fromthe exact communities it is intendedto help by providing project
opponents with a fairargument thatany environmental impact within an identified EJ community
—no matterhowsmall —is “cumulatively significant,” thus pushingtheprojectinto a lengthy and
expensive EIR.

We appreciate Cal/EPA’s addition oflanguagein the second draft ofthe tool clarifying thatthe
toolis not “intended ’to be used in CEQA. However, in order to prevent any possible misuse in
CEQA, we requestthat youprovideclearand consistent languagein bothin the tool’s preface
and in the accompanying guidance memo stating that CalEnviroScreen does not identify
environmental impacts for the purpose of or for use in CEQA compliance. Without such clear
language, the opportunity will still exist for this toolto be misused to create additional
community revitalization challenges in our state’s mostunderserved neighborhoods.

Once again, we appreciate the opportunity to comment on thedraft tool. It is our hope that with
further clarification as to theuses of the tool, unintended consequences will be avoided, and
improved conditions in environmental justice communities willbe made possible.

Sincerely,

s AP

John A.Coleman
Executive Director
Bay Planning Coalition
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